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rising and life once more resumed its normal course.
Superficially peace was restored, but below the surface
sedition and discontent were surging. News from the
outside world filtered in. Victories gained by the British
were carefully concealed, and all the massacres of Cawn-
pore, Lucknow, Jhansi and Agra were discussed with

i

grossly exaggerated reports among an inflammable people,
among whom were interspersed adventurers from all parts
of India, who were averse to any foreign custom or
government. The following month, some thirteen Rohilla
sepoys deserted from Buldana because some of their
seditious companions had been shot. They sought an
audience with Salar Jung, who insisted on handing them
over to the Resident, much to their disgust. The Moul-
vies at once took up the cudgels in their defence and
declared that Salar Jung had been guilty of an act of
violation of sanctuary. This was made the excuse to
again call on the people to engage in a Jehad. Some of
the Moulvies actually pronounced Hyderabad Darb
Ear am, or an infidel country, where Mahomedans
may wage a holy war. Once more a large mob collected
outside the Mekka Musjid and marched on to the Resi-
dency. Here, everything was in readiness to meet their
attack. The advancing mob was met with a charge of
grape from the newly erected ramparts, followed by seven
shots from the three big guns and a charge of the Nizam's
troops. This caused the mutineers to flee in abject
confusion and disorder. Thanks to the excellent under-
standing which existed between the Resident and Salar
Jung, a serious catastrophe was averted. Had the
Prime Minister not acted so promptly, and had the
mutineers been given time to corrupt the city of Hydera-
bad, a general conflagation would have ensued. The
results would have proved disastrous not only to the